
INRE:

BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICECOMMISSIONOF

SOUTHCAROLINA

DOCKETNO. 2011-365-C- ORDERNO. 2011-952

DECEMBER20,2011

Application of Liberty-Bell Telecom,LLC
d/b/aDISH NetworkPhone& Internetfor a
Certificateof PublicConvenienceand
Necessityto ProvideCompetitive
InterexchangeandLocalExchange

) ORDERGRANTING
) CERTIFICATEAND
) APPROVING
) ALTERNATIVE
) REGULATION AND

TelecommunicationsServicesthroughoutthe )
Stateof SouthCarolinaandfor Alternative )
Regulationof Its InterexchangeOfferings )
andfor FlexibleRegulationof ItsLocal )
ExchangeOfferings )

FLEXIBLE REGULATION

This matter comesbefore the Public Service Commissionof South Carolina

("Commission")by wayof theApplicationof Liberty-Bell Telecom,LLC d/b/a DISH

Network Phone & Internet (the "Company") requesting a Certificate of Public

Convenienceand Necessityauthorizing it to provide resold and facilities-basedlocal

exchangeand interexchangetelecommunicationsserviceswithin the State of South

Carolina. The Company'sApplication was filed pursuantto S.C.CodeAnn. §58-9-280

(Supp.2010) andthe rules and regulationsof the Commission. By its Application, the

Company also requestsflexible regulation of its local exchangeservice offerings

pursuantto Order No. 98-165 in DocketNo. 1997-467-C,alternativeregulationof its

businessinterexchangeservicesconsistentwith Commission Orders, and waiver of

certainCommissionregulations.
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The Commission'sClerk's Officeinstructedthe Companyto publish,onetime, a

Notice of Filing in newspapersof generalcirculationin the areasof the stateaffectedby

the Application. The purposeof the Notice of Filing wasto inform interestedpartiesof

the Application of the Company and of the mannerand time in which to file the

appropriatepleadingsfor participation in the proceeding.The Companycomplied with

this instructionandprovidedthe Commissionwith proof of publicationof the Notice of

Filing. A Petition to Intervenewas filed by the South CarolinaTelephoneCoalition

("SCTC"). Subsequentto the intervention, the Company and SCTC reached a

Stipulation,attachedheretoasOrderExhibit 1.

A hearingwasconvenedonNovember28,2011,at 2:30p.m. in theofficesof the

Commissionin Columbia, SouthCarolina,before F. David Butler, Hearing Examiner.

The Companywas representedby John J. Pringle,Esquire. The Office of Regulatory

Staff ("ORS") was representedby C. LessieHammonds,Esquire.The SouthCarolina

TelephoneCoalition did not appearat thehearing.

Nigel Alexander,PresidentandCEO for theCompany,testified in supportof the

Company'sApplication. The record reveals that the Company is a limited liability

company(LLC) organizedunderthe lawsof the Stateof Coloradoandthat it is registered

to transactbusinessin SouthCarolinaasaforeignLLC. Accordingto Mr. Alexander,the

Companyseeksauthorityasa facilities-basedproviderand resellerof local servicesand

interexchangeservices. Mr. Alexanderexplainedthe Company'srequestfor authority,

and the record further reveals the Company's services,operations,and marketing

procedures. The Companyintendsto primarily offer servicesto residentialand small
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businesscustomers. Mr. Alexanderalso discussedthe Company'stechnical, financial,

and managerialresourcesto provide the servicesfor which it seeksauthority. Mr.

Alexanderoffered that the Companypossessessufficient financial resourcesto support

its operationsin SouthCarolina.

With regard to management and technical capabilities, the Company's

Application and Mr. Alexander's testimony both evidence that its managementhas

extensiveexperiencein telecommunications,information technology,regulatorymatters,

and accountingand finance. Mr. Alexanderalsotestified thatthe Companywill operate

in accordancewith Commissionrules, regulations,guidelines,andCommissionOrders.

Mr. Alexander offered that approval of the Company'sApplication would serve the

public interest.

Mr. Alexander,on behalf of the Company,requestsa waiver of 26 S.C.Code

Ann. Regs.103-610,sincethe Company'sbooksaremaintainedin Colorado. Further,

the Company requests an exemption from record keeping policies that require

maintenanceof financial recordsin conformancewith the Uniform Systemof Accounts

("USOA"). The Companymaintainsits books in accordancewith GenerallyAccepted

AccountingPrinciples("GAAP"). In addition,theCompanyrequestsawaiverof 26 S.C.

Reg.103-607,Bonds or Other Security Mechanisms. After considerationof the

applicablelaw, the Company'sApplication, and the evidencepresentedat the hearing,

theCommissionherebyissuesits findingsof factandconclusionsof law:
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FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The Company is incorporated as an LLC under the laws of the State of

Colorado, and is authorized to do business as a foreign LLC in South Carolina by the

Secretary of State.

2. The Company desires to operate as a provider of facilities-based and resold

local and interexchange services in South Carolina.

3. We find that the Company possesses the managerial experience and

capability to operate as a provider, on a facilities-basis and through resale, of local

services and interexchange services in South Carolina.

4. We find, based on the financial statements submitted by the Company and

the testimony at the hearing, that the Company possesses sufficient financial resources to

provide the services as described in its Application and testimony.

5. We find that the issuance of a Certificate of Public Convenience and

Necessity to the Company to operate on a facilities basis and as a reseller of local

exchange telecommunications and interexchange services in South Carolina would be in

the best interest of the citizens of South Carolina by providing more innovative services.

6. The Company requests a waiver of 26 S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 103-610.

The Commission finds the Company's requested waiver reasonable and understands the

potential difficulty presented to the Company should the waiver not be granted. Further,

we find that a waiver of 26 S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 103-610 is not contrary to the public

interest. We also believe that exemption from the policies that would require the

Company to keep its records under the USOA is reasonable.
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7. Additionally we find that a waiver of 26 S.C.CodeAnn. Regs.103-607,

Bonds or Other Security Mechanisms,is appropriateand not contrary to the public

interest. Accordingly, we will not requirethe Companyto posta bondor othersecurity

mechanismin connectionwith its provisionof residentiallocalexchangeservices.As set

out in 26 S.C.CodeAnn. Regs.103-607,"[t]he commissionmaywaivethisrequirement.

• . if the telephoneutility providesevidenceof financial stability asdeemedappropriate

by the Commission." The financial statementssubmittedby the Companydemonstrate

the financial stability sufficient to support the grant of a Certificate of Public

ConvenienceandNecessity.Additionally, Mr. Alexandertestifiedthat theCompanyhas

receiveda sizeableinvestmentfrom, andthe financial assuranceof, its eventualparent

companyDISH Network Corporation("DISH Network"). The recordrevealsthatDISH

Network reportedtotal revenuein 2010 of $12.64billion. The Commissionfinds that

thesefactorstaken togetherdemonstratesufficient evidenceof the Company'sfinancial

stability.

8. The Companyhas the managerial,technical, and financial resourcesto

providetheservicesasdescribedin its Application. S.C.CodeAnn. Section58-9-280(B)

(1) (Supp.2010).

9. The Commissionfinds that the Company's"provision of servicewill not

adverselyimpact the availability of affordablelocal exchangeservice."S.C.CodeAnn.

Section58-9-280(B) (3) (Supp.2010).
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10. The Commission finds that

availabletelephoneserviceat affordablerates.

(Supp.2010).

11.

the Company will support universally

S.C.CodeAnn. Section58-9-280(B) (4)

The Commissionfinds that servicesto be providedby the Companywill

meetthe servicestandardsof the Commission.S.C.CodeAnn. Section58-9-280(B) (2)

(Supp.2010).

12. TheCommissionfinds that theprovisionof local exchangeserviceby the

Company"does not otherwiseadverselyimpact the public interest." S.C. CodeAnn.

Section58-9-280(B)(5)(Supp.2010).

13. Following execution of a Stipulation with intervenor, South Carolina

TelephoneCoalition("SCTC"), theSCTCwithdrew its oppositionto theApplication.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. The Commission concludes that the Company possesses the managerial,

technical, and financial resources to provide the telecommunications services as

described in its Application.

2. The Commission concludes that the Company will participate in the

support of universally available telephone service at affordable rates to the extent that the

Company may be required to do so by the Commission.

3. The Commission concludes that the Company will provide services which

will meet the service standards of the Commission.
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4. The Commissionconcludesthat approvalof the Company'sApplication

to provide intrastatetelecommunicationsserviceswithin SouthCarolina will servethe

public interestby providingfor efficient useof existingtelecommunicationsresources.

5. The Commission concludesthat the provision of telecommunications

serviceby theCompanywill not adverselyimpactthepublic interest.

6. The Commissionconcludesthat the issuanceof the authorityto provide

intrastatelocal exchangeandinterexchangetelecommunicationsservicesasrequestedby

the Companyandassetforth in its Application andMr. Alexander'stestimonyis in the

bestinterestsof thecitizensof the Stateof SouthCarolina.

7. The Commissionconcludesthat a Certificate of Public Convenienceand

Necessity should be granted to the Company to provide intrastate local exchange

telecommunicationsservicesandintrastateinterexchangetelecommunicationsservices.

8. The Commissionadoptsa rate designfor the Companyfor its residential

interexchangeserviceswhich includemaximumrate levels for eachtariff charge. A rate

structureincorporatingmaximumratelevelswith the flexibility for adjustmentbelow the

maximum rate levels has been previously adopted by the Commission. In Re:

Application of GTE Sprint Communications Corporation, etc., Order No. 84-622, issued

in Docket No. 84-10-C (August 2, 1984).

9. The Company shall not adjust its residential interexchange rates for end-

users below the approved maximum level without notice to the Commission and to the

public. The Company shall file its proposed rate changes, publish its notice of such

changes, and file affidavits of publication with the Commission two weeks prior to the
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effective dateof the changes. However, the public notice requirementis waived, and

thereforenot required,for reductionsbelowthe maximumcapin instanceswhich do not

affect thegeneralbody of subscribersor donot constituteageneralratereduction. In Re."

Application of GTE Sprint Communications, etc., Order No. 93-638, issued in Docket No.

84-10-C (July 16, 1993). Any proposed increase in the maximum rate level for

residential interexchange services reflected in the tariff which would be applicable to the

general body of the Company's subscribers shall constitute a general ratemaking

proceeding and will be treated in accordance with the notice and hearing provisions of

S.C. Code Ann. §58-9-540 (Supp.2010).

10. The Commission concludes that the Company's intrastate interexchange

business telecommunications services shall be regulated in accordance with the principles

and procedures established for alternative regulation of business service offerings set out

in Order Nos. 95-1734 and 96-55 in Docket No. 95-661-C. The Commission has

previously granted this "alternative regulation" to competitive intrastate interexchange

carriers operating within South Carolina, and the Commission concludes that the

competitive marketplace requires the Commission to allow this flexible regulation to

those carriers which request it. Specifically, the Commission-approved alternative

regulation allows business service offerings, including consumer card services and

operator services, to be subject to a relaxed regulatory scheme identical to that granted to

AT&T Communications in Order Nos. 95-1734 and 96-55 in Docket No. 95-661-C.

However, pursuant to Order No. 2001-997 (Docket No. 2000-407-C), this

Commission has modified alternative regulation by the re-imposition of rate caps with
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regard to certain "operator-assistedcalls" where a customeruses a local exchange

carrier's calling card to completecalls from locationswhich havenot selectedthat local

exchangecarrier as the toll provider. OrderNo. 2001-997,datedNovember8, 2001,

imposedamaximumcapof $1.75for operatorsurchargesfor suchcalls, anda maximum

capof $0.35relatedto the flat per-minuterateassociatedwith thesecalls. Under this

relaxedregulatory scheme,tariff filings for businessservicesshall be presumedvalid

uponfiling.

If an investigationof a particulartariff filing is institutedwithin seven(7) daysof

the filing date, the tariff filing will then be suspendeduntil further Order of the

Commission.If an investigation is instituted on a particular tariff filing, notice of the

investigationwill be providedto the personor entity makingthe tariff filing andto the

Commission.Thenoticeis timely if datedwithin seven(7) daysof thefiling date.

11. The Commission concludes the Company's local exchange

telecommunicationsservicesshall be regulatedin accordancewith the principles and

proceduresestablishedfor flexible regulationfirst grantedto NewSouthCommunications

by OrderNo. 98-165in DocketNo. 97-467-C.

the Company's competitive intrastate local exchange

incorporating maximum rate levels with the flexibility

Specifically,the Commissionadoptsfor

services a rate structure

for adjustment below the

maximum rate levels approved by the Commission. Further, the Company's local

exchangeservicetariff filings arepresumedvalid upon filing. An investigationof the

tariff filing maybe institutedwithin thirty (30)daysof thetariff filing, in which casethe

tariff filing would be suspendedpending further Order of the Commission. If an
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investigationis institutedon a particular tariff filing, noticeof the investigationwill be

providedto the personor entity making the tariff filing and to the Commission. The

noticeis timely if datedwithin thirty (30) daysof the filing date. Further,anysuchtariff

filings will besubjectto thesamemonitoringprocessassimilarly situatedlocal exchange

carriers.

12. We concludethatthe Company'srequestfor waiverof 26S.C.CodeAnn.

Regs.103-610shouldbe granted,sincestrict compliancewith the regulationpotentially

causesunduehardship on the Company. We also grant exemptionfrom the policies

requiringtheuseof USOA.

13. In addition,we grant the Companywaiver of 26 S.C.CodeAnn. Regs.

103-607,Bondsor OtherSecurityMechanisms,andwill not requiretheCompanyto post

a bond or othersecuritymechanismin connectionwith its provision of residentiallocal

exchangeservices.

IT IS THEREFOREORDERED,ADJUDGED,AND DECREEDTHAT:

1. A Certificate of Public ConvenienceandNecessityshouldbe grantedto

theCompanyto provide intrastateinterexchangeservicesasa facilities-basedcarrierand

throughthe resaleof servicesauthorizedfor resaleby tariffs of carriersapprovedby the

Commission, as well as to provide facilities-based and resold local exchange

telecommunicationsserviceswithin theStateof SouthCarolina.

2. The Company's rate designs for its products shall conform to those

designsdescribedin Conclusionsof Law above.
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3. If it hasnot alreadydone so by the date of issuanceof this Order, the

Companyshall file its revisedtariff utilizing the Commission'se-filing systemfor tariffs.

The revisedtariff shouldbeelectronicallyfiled in a text searchablePDFformat usingthe

Commission'sDMS System(http://dms.psc.sc.gov). An additional copy should be sent

via email to etariff@psc.sc.gov to be included in the Commission's ETariff System

(http://etariff.psc.sc.gov). Future revisions to the tariff should be made using the ETariff

System. The revised tariff shall be consistent with the findings of this Order and shall be

consistent with the Commission's Rules and Regulations.

4. The Company's service is subject to access charges pursuant to

Commission Order No. 86-584, in which the Commission determined that for access

purposes resellers and facilities-based interexchange carriers should be treated similarly.

5. With regard to the Company's resale of service, an end-user should be

able to access another interexchange carrier or operator service provider if the end-user

so desires.

6. The Company shall resell the services of only those interexchange carriers

or LECs authorized to do business in South Carolina by this Commission. If the

Company changes underlying carriers, it shall notify the Commission in writing.

7. With regard to the origination and termination of toll calls within the same

LATA, the Company shall comply with the terms of Order No. 93-462, Order Approving

Stipulation and Agreement, in Docket Nos. 92-182-C, 92-183-C, and 92-200-C (June 3,

1993), with the exception of the 10-XXX intraLATA dialing requirement, which has

been rendered obsolete by the toll dialing parity rules established by the FCC pursuant to



DOCKETNO. 2011-365-C- ORDERNO. 2011-952
DECEMBER20,2011
PAGE 12

the TelecommunicationsAct of 1996(47 C.F.R. § 51.209). Specifically,the Company

shall comply with the imputationstandardasadoptedby OrderNo. 93-462and more

fully describedin paragraph4 of the StipulationandAppendix B approvedby OrderNo.

93-462.

8. TheCompanyshall file annualfinancial informationin the form of annual

reportsandgrossreceiptsreportsasrequiredby the Commission.The annualreportand

thegrossreceiptreportwill necessitatethe filing of intrastateinformation. Therefore,the

Companyshallkeepfinancialrecordson an intrastatebasisfor SouthCarolinato comply

with the annual report and gross receipts filings. The proper form for filing annual

financial informationcanbe found at the Commission'swebsiteat the ORS'swebsiteat

www.regulatorystaff.sc.gov. The title of this form is "Telecommunications Company

Annual Report." This form shall be utilized by the Company to file annual financial

information with the Commission and ORS and shall be filed no later than April 1 st.

Commission gross receipts forms are due to be filed with the Commission and ORS no

later than August 31 st of each year. The proper form for filing gross receipts information

can be found at the ORS website at www.regulatorystaff.sc.gov, and the appropriate form

is entitled "Gross Receipts Form."

Each telecommunications company certified in South Carolina is required to file

annually with the ORS the Intrastate Universal Service Fund ("USF") worksheet, which

may be found on the ORS's website at www.re_ulatorystaff.sc.gov. This worksheet

provides ORS information required to determine each telecommunications company's
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liability to the StateUSF fund. The IntrastateUSFworksheetis dueto be filed annually

no laterthanJuly 1 st with the Commission and ORS.

9. The Company shall, in compliance with Commission regulations,

designate and maintain an authorized utility representative who is prepared to discuss, on

a regulatory level, customer relations (complaint) matters, engineering operations, tests,

and repairs. In addition, the Company shall provide to the Commission and ORS in

writing the name of the authorized representative to be contacted in connection with

general management duties as well as emergencies which occur during non-office hours.

DISH shall file the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of these representatives

with the Commission within thirty (30) days of receipt of this Order. The "Authorized

Utility Representative Information" form can be found at the Commission's website at

www.psc.sc.gov/forms.asp; this form shall be utilized for the provision of this

information to the Commission and ORS. Further, the Company shall promptly notify

the Commission and ORS in writing if the representatives are replaced.

10. The Company is directed to comply with all Rules and Regulations of the

Commission, unless a regulation is specifically waived by the Commission.

11. At the hearing, the Company requested a waiver of 26 Code Ann. Regs.

103-610 (Supp. 2010), which requires that certain records be maintained in South

Carolina. The Commission finds the Company's requested waiver reasonable and

understands the potential difficulty presented to the Company should the waiver not be

granted. The Commission therefore grants the requested waiver. However, the Company

shall make available its books and records at all reasonable times upon request by the
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Office of RegulatoryStaff, andthe Companyshall promptly notify the Commissionand

ORSif the locationof its booksandrecordschanges.

12. TheCompanyalsorequeststhat it beexemptfrom recordkeepingpolicies

that requirea carrierto maintain its financial recordsin conformancewith the Uniform

Systemof Accounts. The USOA wasdevelopedby the FCC as a meansof regulating

telecommunicationscompaniessubjectto ratebaseregulation. As a competitivecarrier,

the Companymaintains its book of accountsin accordancewith GenerallyAccepted

AccountingPrinciples. GAAP is usedextensivelyby interexchangecarriersand other

competitive telecommunicationscarriers.

exemption from the USOA requirements.

reasonsstatedabove.

Accordingly, the Company requests an

We grant the Company's requestfor the

13. In addition,the Companyrequestsa waiver of 26 CodeAnn. Regs.103-

607, Bonds or Other SecurityMechanisms. We grant the Company'srequestfor the

reasonstatedabove.

14. In the eventthat the Companyoffers or providesany servicethat would

implicate Title 23, Chapter47 of the SouthCarolinaCodeAnnotated,the Companyis

required to comply with that Title and Chapter,which governsthe establishmentand

implementationof a "Public SafetyCommunicationsCenter,"which is morecommonly

known as a "911" systemor "911 service." Servicesavailable through a 911 system

include law enlbrcement,fire, and emergencymedical services. In recognitionof the

necessityof quality 911 servicesbeingprovidedto the citizensof SouthCarolina,in the

eventthe Companyoffers or providesthe appropriateservices,the Commissionhereby
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15.

16.

Commission.

instructsthe Companyto contactthe appropriateauthoritiesregarding911 servicein the

countiesand cities wherethe Companywill be operating.Contactwith the appropriate

911 serviceauthoritiesis to be madebeforebeginninglocal telephoneservicein South

Carolina. Accompanying this Order is a memorandum from the State 911 Office of the

Office of Research & Statistics of the South Carolina Budget and Control Board. This

memorandum provides information about contacting County 911 Coordinators. By this

Order and prior to providing local telephone services in South Carolina, the Company

shall contact the 911 coordinator in each county (and city where the city has its own 911

system) and shall provide information regarding the Company's operations as required by

the 911 system.

The Stipulation is hereby approved.

This Order shall remain in full force and effect until further Order of the

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

ATTEST:

(SEAL)

Jo  :n



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

State Budget andControlBoard
OFFICE OF RESEARCH & STATISTICS

.....<i;<
STATE TREASURER ,_

RICIIARD ECKSTROM I _

COMPTROLLER GENERAL

REMBERT C. DENNIS BUILDING

1000 ASSEMBLY STREET, SUITE 425

COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29201

Bobby Bowers

DIRECTOR

HUGH K, LEATHERMAN, SR.

CHAIRMAN, SENATE FINANCE COMMI'VI'EE

ROBERT W. HARRELL, JR.

CHAIRMAN, WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE

FRANK W. FUSCO

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

August 2, 2004

To: Telephone Companies New to South Carolina

In an effort to continue providing quality emergency services to the citizens of South Carolina,

the State 911 Office requests that before beginning telephone services in a county, you contact

the 911 Coordinator in that county. This will allow both parties to obtain important information

about providing 911 services in that county. If you have already begun services, then contact the

coordinator as soon as possible.

A list of County 911 Coordinators can be found on the South Carolina E911 homepage at

www.ors.state.sc.us/digital/E-911 .ASP. If you have any questions related to 911 in South

Carolina, you may contact E911 Coordinations at the Office of Research and Statistics at 803-

734-3883. The person responsible for this can also be found on the 911 homepage. Please be

aware that some cities may have their own E911 systems, these are also listed on the 911

homepage. These city coordinators will need to be contacted in addition to the county
coordinators.

HEALTH & DEMOGRAPHICS

GEODETIC SURVEY STATISTICS

5 GEOLOGY ROAD 1919 BLANDING STREET

ECONOMIC RESEARCtI COI.UMBIA, SC 29210 DIGITAL CARTOGRAPHY COLUMBIA, S C 29201

WILLIAM GILLESPIE LEWIS LAPINE (803)734-3802 WALTER P BAILEY, M PH

1803) 734-3805 (803) 896-7700 (803) 898-9941
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BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF

SOUTH CAROLINA

Docket No. 2011-365-C

Re: Application of Liberty-Bell Teleeom, LLC )
d/b/a DISH Network Phone and Internet )

for a Certificate of Public Convenience and )

Necessity to Provide Competitive Interexchange )

And Local Exchange Telecommunications )
Services in the State of South Carolina )

)

STIPULATION

The South Carolina Telephone Coalition ("SCTC") (see Attachment "A" for list of

companies) and Liberty-Bell Teleeom, LLC d/b/a DISH Network Phone and Interact ("Liberty-

Bell") hereby enter into the following stipulations. As a consequence of these stipulations and

conditions, SCTC does not oppose Liberty-Bell's Application. SCTC and Liberty-Bell stipulate

and agree as follows:

1. SCTC does not oppose the granting of a statewide Certificate of Public

Convenience and Necessity to Liberty-Bell, provided the South Carolina Public Service

Commission ("Commission") makes the necessary findings to justify granting of such a

certificate, and provided the conditions contained within this stipulation are met.

2. Liberty-Bell stipulates and agrees that any Certificate which may be granted will

authorize Liberty-Bell to provide service only to customers located in non-rural local exchange

company ("LEC") service areas of South Carolina, except as provided herein.

3. Liberty-Bell stipulates that it is not asking the Commission to make a finding at

this time regarding whether competition is in the public interest for rural areas.

4. Liberty-Bell stipulates and agrees that it will not provide any local service, by its

own facilities or otherwise, to any customer located in a rural incumbent LEC's service area,
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unless and until Liberty-Bell provides such rural incumbent LEC and the Commission with

written notice of its intent to do so at least thirty (30) days prior to the date of the intended

service. During such notice period, the rural incumbent LEC will have the opportunity to

petition the Commission to exercise all rights afforded it under Federal and State law. Also,

Liberty-Bell acknowledges that the Commission may suspend the intended date for service in

rural LEC territory for ninety (90) days while the Commission conducts any proceeding incident

to the Petition or upon the Commission's own Motion, provided that the Commission earl further

suspend the implementation date upon showing of good cause.

5. Liberty-Bell stipulates and agrees that, if Liberty-Bell gives notice that it intends

to serve a customer located in a rural incumbent LEC's service area, and either (a) the

Commission receives a Petition from the rural incumbent LEC to exercise its rights under

Federal or State law within such 30-day period, or (b) the Commission institutes a proceeding of

its own, then Liberty-Bell will not provide service to any customer located within the service

area in question without prior and further Commission approval.

6. Liberty-Bell acknowledges that any right which it may have or acquire to serve a

rural telephone company service area in South Carolina is subject to the conditions contained

herein, and to any future policies, procedures, and guidelines relevant to such proposed service

which the Commission may implement, so long as such policies, procedures, and guidelines do

not conflict with Federal or State law.

7. The parties stipulate and agree that all rights under Federal and State law are

reserved to the rural incumbent LECs and Liberty-Bell, and this Stipulation in no way suspends

or adversely affects such fights, including any exemptions, suspensions, or modifications to

which they may be entitled.
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8. Liberty-Bell agrees to abide by all State and Federal laws and to participate, to the

extent it may be required to do so by the Commission, in the support of universally available

telephone service at affordable rates.

9. Notwithstanding any provision contained herein, the terms, conditions, and

limitations of the Stipulation apply only in those instances where a rural telephone company's

federal rural exemption under 47 U.S.C. § 251 (f)(1) is implicated.

10. Liberty-Bell hereby amends its application and its prefiled testimony in this

docket to the extent necessary to conform with this Stipulation.

AGREED AND STIPULATED to this 31st day of October

2011.

Liberty-Bell Telecom, LLC d/b/a DISH
Network Phone and Internet

Jael_ J. Pringle, Jr., E r

Ellis, Lawhome & Sii_ls, P.A.
Post Office Box 2285

Columbia, South Carolina 29202

Attorneys for Applicant Liberty-Bell

Telecom, LLC d/b/a DISH Network

Phone and Internet

South Carolina Telephone Coalition:

Margaret M. Fox
Sue-Ann Gerald Shannon

MeNair Law Firm, P.A.

Post Office Box 11390

Columbia, South Carolina 29211

(803) 799-9800

Attorneys for South Carolina Telephone
Coalition
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ATTACHMENT A

South Carolina Telephone Coalition Member Companies

for Purposes of Local Service Stipulation

Chesnee Telephone Company

Chester Telephone Company

Farmers Telephone Cooperative, Inc.

Ft. Mill Telephone Company

Home Telephone Company, Inc.

Lancaster Telephone Company

Loekhart Telephone Company

MeClellanville Telephone Company

Norway Telephone Company

Palmetto Rural Telephone Cooperative, Inc.

Piedmont Rural Telephone Cooperative, Inc.

Pond Branch Telephone Company

Ridgeway Telephone Company

Rock Hill Telephone Company

Sandhill Telephone Cooperative, Inc.

St. Stephen Telephone Company
West Carolina Rural Telephone Cooperative, Inc.

Williston Telephone Company


